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Defining Japan Heritage

Japan Heritage is a story of Japanese culture and traditions told through the historic appeal
and characteristics of a region which is recognized by the Agency for Cultural Affairs.
The goal is for each region to take initiative, utilize and maintain the various tangible and

intangible cultural assets which are imperative to the Japanese story, and strategically
transmit information both domestically and internationally to promote the revitalization
of each region.

[Look to Hokkaido for Japanese National Policies! The Industrial
Revolution of the North "Tatetsukou" (coal, steel, and port)] was recognized
as Japan Heritage in 2019.

JAPAN HERITAGE

HAS 8

Japan Heritage Portal Website :_El o

https://japan-heritage.bunka.go.jp/ja/ iﬁ"‘l

Tantetsukou Story

(The story behind coal mining, iron and railways, and ports)

Modernization of Hokkaido began in the city of Otaru in 1872 (Meiji 5), when construction of the stone wharf |
commenced. Following the construction of the port, Otaru became the gateway to Hokkaido, and the

opportunity to advance industrially came in 1879 (Meiji 12), with the opening of the government-operated

Horonai Coal Mine (present day Horonai, Mikasa), the first modern coal mine in Hokkaido.

The Horonai Railway, intended to transport coal, was the first railway in Hokkaido, the
first link open between Temiya (Otaru) and Sapporo completed in 1880 (Meiji 13). By
1882 (Meiji 15), the railway was completed all the way to Horonai. Not only did the
Honorai Railway transport coal to the port of Otaru, but it also played a major role in
transporting agricultural products and settlers to inland
Hokkaido. Smooth transportation of human and material
resources led to the development of Sapporo, the capital of
Hokkaido.

In 1889 (Meiji 22), the railway and coal mines were sold to
the Hokkaido Colliery and Railway (Hokutan), established by Hori Motoi of the
former Satsuma Clan, and by the same company the Sorachi Coal Mine (Utashinai)
and Yubari Coal Mine (Yubari) were established. Furthermore, the railway was
then extended to Muroran in 1892 (Meiji 25), making Iwamizawa the center of
Hokkaido, the hub for railway transportation in all directions of the island, and
5 rMu oran the main port for exporting coal.

] In 1906 (Meiji 39), the railway was nationalized. With the money made from the sale,
J’ Hokutan merged with two British companies and established the Nippon Steel

Corporation in Muroran. In 1909 (Meiji 42), steelwork operations began (Wanishi
Steel Company: present day Japan Steelwork Muroran Steel Company), and Muroran
quickly gained its unwavering position as the "city of steel.”

On the other hand, the railway monopoly held by Hokutan quickly crumbled with the
nationalization of the railway, forcing the losing companies to move to the Sorachi
area, using this as a foothold to extend their
forces into Sakhalin which Japan gained
during the Russo-Japanese War. This
facilitated further development of Otaru Port, and led to the clow
of the Otaru Canal in 1914 (Taisho 3).

The railway which now connected Sorachi, Otaru, and Muroran, the
three major cities of Hokkaido, became the axis for railway networks
throughout the island, while coal mining, shipping ports, and
steelwork, the foundation of these three cities paved the way for
industrialization in Hokkaido.

=

Tantetsukou Portal Website

https://3city.net/ ™ -
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Japanese legacy of Industrial modernization
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%’, Kamisunagawa

pioneers including Yamauchi Jinnosuke from Uzura Village in Fukui prefecture settled and broke
Town
of what would become a historical coal mine town. By 1918 (Taisho 7), the Mitsui Exclusive Railway had opened between Sunagawa and Kami

ground here. In 1914 (Taisho 3), the Mitsui Kozan Company was founded, marking the beginning

; M@duction
ssfio ‘C{Fﬂr‘ﬂc eiﬁeﬁ@y
revolution the coal mine was closed in 1987 (Showa 62), putting an end to 73 years of coal minit

l!l

Tower in Kami Sunagawa later became the Zero Gravity Research Center which later closed, b

mining to future generations.

The history of Kuriyama dates back to 1888 (Meiji 21) when Izumi Rintaro of the Miyagi Prefecture Kakuta Clan

» Kuriyama
Town

settled the area and established the "Yubari Kaikon Kigyo Kumiai (reclamation enterprise cooperative)." In 1890
(Meiji 23), "Kakuta Village" was founded and the Kakuta Village Head Office was established in 1900 (Meiji 33). The
same year, Kobayashi Sake Brewery which was based in Sapporo, enamored by the beautiful nature and abundant clean water, moved its sakagura
(brewery) to Kuriyama , near Yubari where coal mining was beginning to thrive.

In addition to the land reclamation business, the Futamata coal mine was opened, propelling development of the area, and in 1926 (Taisho 15), the
Hokkaido Coal Railway opened the Yubari Railway (Kuriyama - New Yubari main line) for the purpose of transporting coal from Yubari. In 1928 (Showa

);-the Mu‘rgﬂr'an‘\'Main Line was also completed. In 1930 (Showa 5), the Yubari Railway was extended and opened between Nopporo and Kuriyama,
aking Kuriyama tn‘e |ntersect|on for two railway lines. As the era moved into Showa, and with the development of Hokutan Kakuta coal mine, the
population exceededﬁ_g%OOO_ Ieading to the opening of the Kakuta Coal Mine Exclusive Railway IN 1949 (Showa 24), town organization was

TS“kigata In 1880 (Meiji 13) Tsukigata Kiyoshi, from the Fukuoka clan and who was Secretary of Internal Affairs, came to

Town Hokkaido with a selection committee to choose a site for the prison. On September 3, 1881 (Meiji 14), the Kabato

Shujikan (prison), the third prison in the country was established for the purpose of detaining those convicted of

political crimes and utilize them for developing Hokkaido. With the building of the prison came the wardens and their families, increasing locations to
handle transportation and supplies.

The wilderness was cultivated into fields by the prisoners, and in 1887 (Meiji 20) Kabato Prison joined Sorachi Prison (Mikasa) to build the Kamikawa

highway (later Hwy 12), the Kitami highway that leads to Abashiri, the Kabato highway which connects Kabato and Ichikishiri, as well as the Teshio

highway that connects Tsukigata and Mashike, thus laying the foundation for reclamation. In 1919 (Taisho 8) the Kabato Prison was closed due to a,

decline in prisoners and criticism surrounding severe accidents and harsh conditions the prisoners faced}later in 1935(Showa 10), the Satsunuma train
line which connected Sapporo and Numata was constructed, and Tsukigata transitioned from a prisonerto n to a town of agriculture. As nu mgfcus
ﬂﬁ@

Tsukigata Prison was opened, and once again Tsukigata became the "City of Correction.”

Numata The history of coal mining in Numata began in 1873 (Meiji 6) when Lyman came to investigate the area and developed
the foundation for coal mining. Thereafter in 1894 (Meiji 27), Numata Kisaburo from Numata, Toyama Prefecture moved
Town 18 houses from Toyama to Hokkaido. In 1914 (Taisho 3) he established head quarters in a section of Hokuryu Village
that was separated and renamed Kami Hokuryu Village, then later the name was changed to Numata Village. In 1910(Meiji 43), the Rumoi train line was
constructed for the purpose of transporting coal, timber, and seafood, and in 1930 (Showa 5), the Meiji Mining Company opened the Showa Coal
Mine, and theJAsano Uryu Coal Mining Company opened the Asano Coal Mine. The Tankosen (coal mine railway) was laid between Ebishima Station

and Showa Station Within the same town, and in 1961 (Showa 36), the Kyushu Mining Company opened the Tachibetsu coal mine.

T "Kraus 15 Steam Engine which was used on the Rumoi train line and in the Showa coal mine was preserved as
2 e

Otaru
City

The establishment of the "Kaisekisho" or "maritime customs office" accelerated the growth of Otaru Port. Merchant
ships that were up to this point only allowed in the southern port were now allowed to pass, and numerous Kitamae
merchant ships began to arrive in the Otaru Port from all over Japan.

Designation of the port as an export port brought about major developmental changes to Otaru. In 1882 (Meiji 15) the government-owned Horonai
Railway was officially opened and became a major artery for transporting coal as well as supplies to inland Hokkaido. Otaru Porit: bec_ame the gateway
om;the interior

h p‘o};\tﬂ'@ultural

1

n was cé’m Ieted it

was highly praised as the next "Merchant port following Kobe and Yokohama," making it the hub whic mie evelorl'rlngnt in

Hokkaido, including the Sorachi coal region. The markets where merchants did business and acqwred]sup!)ll the veli lgiood o@ citizens in

~ post-war Sorachi, opened business near Otaru Station, thus the "Otaru Chuo Ichiba" was founded‘aindl cE)n fintiest isithe nly—mar%l in
=

operation that is considered Japan Heritage. Due to many cries to preserve landmarks |nclud|ngmie G)taru @an

ruins of the Horonai Railway, can be seen in their original glory.

$r = = -1‘;! !_

\
A
-

¢§ In 1873 (Meiji 6), a year after Muroran Port opened in 1872 (Meiji 5), the Sapporo Hondo (carriage road) was
a%oMuroran Wi 6o 7 ; (Meiji ), the Sapp (carriage road)

completed between Hakodate and Mori (coastal road) - Muroran and Sapporo. Following this, in 1892 (Meiji 25), the
Q2 City
good natural harbor, and key location for shipping coal from the Sorachi area at the end of the 19th Century. Later Muroran made its name as the “steel
city" of the early 20th Century when in 1907 (Meiji 40), the Japan Steel Works, and later in 1909 (Meiji 42), the Hokkaido Coal Mine Steamer Wanishi
Steel Works were established. In its prime, Muroran port was the largest coal shipping port, shipping approximately 60 percent of coal produced in

railway was opened, in 1894 (Meiji 27) Muroran Port was designated as a special import - export port, flourishingas.a

Hokkaido to Honshu. Thoughilike many of the other coal-related businesses, the transition from coal to fuel as an energy source caused business to

decline, leadingjtoian end|of: itsuserasicoal shipping port in 1976 (Showa 51). However, Muroran Port continued its operations as an industrial port and
Ih)(ulb){l@(fi@ﬁ}n@ deyelopment of Hokkaido's industrial region. Muroran, which is considered a "port" and "steel” city, has
conthiblteaktolmodennizationfofiiiokkaidofandyapanithrough its railways and coal transport. Inside the bay, large industrial factories of the steel works
canlboelseenibugwhenlonelshiftsitheidvantagelpeintjust allittle, the vast and rich natural environment of Muroan can be seen.
Injrecentyeansiitsklndustrial factoriesiilluminated)," and the use of the area for television series and movie filming has drawn attention to
ﬁﬂﬂ@@[ﬁ)ﬂ@]@@ b‘!@ﬁylﬂ‘ lhtdh@@?[h)@ former Muroran Station built in 1912 (meiji 45) is the oldest timber-structure building and was
C-ult-al Eropeﬁtyi ll (Keisei 11). Today the history and unique characteristics of Muroran are being utilized to revitalize the

- o

Development of the town of Abira began in 1892 (Meiji 25), when the Hokkaido Coal Mining Railway opened

Abira

Town

Abira was the intersecting point for the Muroran Main Line and the Yubari Line (present Sekisho Line), it served as a hub for transporting coal produced

between Iwamizawa Station and Muroran Station, and the "Oiwake Locomotive Garage" was installed inside the

o

Oiwake Station premises; for many years its growth continued as a strategic location for the railway network. Since

in Sorachi and Yubari to Muroran, at its peak over 60 locomotives were housed inside the garage, making it the 5th largest locomotive section in
Hokkaido.

In 1887 (Meiji 20), the Kami Sunagawa coal field was discovered. Later in 1899 (Meiji 32), eight 5

——
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@jﬁ Towns filled with Tantetsukou Heritage

"Tantetsukou (coal, steel, railways, and ports), unites three regions( Sorachi, Muroan, and Otaru), whi

- TR
-

clpeditoidrive modernization off
4 \

{ o -
Hokkaido, on a theme of coal mining, steelworks, ports, bays, and railways, for the purpose of: c_reat nent in people and iny “‘i.. :

knowledge.

Within a short span of 150 years, from 1869 (Meiji 2) when the Hokkaido Development Com
remarkable growth spurt, its population of 50,000 increasing 100%. As you look closely at its.
Sorachi, Muroran, Otaru, and the railway which connected these major cities becomes ewdenl t. % 2

H 1" -

History of the "coal mine town, Yubari," began with the arrival of American mining engineer Benjamin Smith Lyman and

Yubari
City

his research team in 1874 (Meiji 7), when they inspected the coal fields on the upstream stretch of the Yubari River.

©

Later in 1888 (Meiji 21), Hokkaido government technician Ban Ichitaro discovered a massive coal outcrop upstream
Shihorokabetsu River. With the opening of Yubari coal mine by Hokkaido Colliery and Railway (Hokutan) in 1890 (Meiji
23), the town began to, ﬂourish as a coal mining town, accelerating the development of affiliate industries such as Hokutan and Mitsubishi.

: .. In 2092__(Hgse| 19), the town of Yubari became an organization for fiscal reconstruction. However, after completion of
i eumrin 20-1'8-(-He|se| 30), the facility reopened as a core venue for learning about the town, people, and coal industry, ensuring
he coal mie eritageliemainsfa regional resource to nurture an affinity for the area as well as an opportunity to increase nonresident population.

5

With the opening of the government-owned Horonai Railway between Horonai and Temiya on November 13,
1882 (Meiji 15), came the development of Iwamizawa between 1884 (Meiji 17), and 1885 (Meiji 18). The railway
was completed between Iwamizawa and Utashinai in 1891 (Meiji 24), and between Iwamizawa and Wanishi

Iwamizawa
City

Kurisawa Village (present day lwamizawa City, Kurisawacho) the Manji coal mine was opened, necessitating the opening of all Manji railways lines in 1914

(Muroran) in the following year, making it a strategic hub for land transportation. In 1905 (Meiji 38) the then

(Taisho 3) to transport coal. Along the railway the Miruto coal mine was opened in 1918 (Taisho 7), and with production of coal in full swing at the Asahi
coal mine, the Asahi Station was completed in 1919 (Taisho 8), forcing both the coal and railways in the area to develop rapidly.
Even the switchyard that was completed in 1926 (Taisho 15) and averaged 1,617 cars a day, was capable of handling up to 1,800 cars a day with
S 3
asing litsfeapability to

renovative construction that took place in 1953 (Showa 28) - 1957 (Showa 32), and with the extension of the railway betwee dilwamizawa

which took place between 1959 (Showa 34) and 1962 (Showa 37), the switchyard underwent renovations for the second time, inc

Enomoto Takeaki of the Hokkaido Development Commissioner, who was put in charge of the coal mines, submitted b
City

the "Coal Mining Investigation Report" in 1873 (Meiji 6), which facilitated development of the Horonai coal mine.
The next yearin 1874 (Meiji 7), American coal mining engineer and geologist Lyman inspected the Bibai coal field
and introduced the "Geological Sketch Ma‘pgﬁ‘the Island of Yesso, Japan (1876), " which led to the search for the

Bibai coal field mining lot. IN 1889 (Meiji{22), tokuta Kosaburo inspected the upstream stretches of the Bibai River for coal seams. Small-scale coal mining
began late in the Meiji era in eastern andlsomlthern Bibai districts, and by Taisho and Showa, large corporations such as Mitsubishi and Mitsui had begun
large-scale projects to dig for coal. The development of the coal industry brought more settlers to the area, resulting town organization in 1925 (Taisho 14),
and theiarea became Numakai towﬁ:(?lelname.d ‘Bgl,bal the following year). Bibai became the 15th city in Hokkaido. Transportation of large amounts of coal

became apriority, leading to the con UGt 'h ofjthe | Mitsubishi Bibai Railway, Mitsubishi-Chashinai Railway, and Mitsui built the national Minami Bibai line.

ereldonated to the city, and

= |
ke

=y Ashibetsu:
City

opened a shaft, and the following year the Mitsui Coal Industry opened its first coal shaft. This led to the opening of the Mitsui Coal Ashibetsu Exclusive

Reclamation of Ashibetsu began in 1893 (Meiji 26), the dig for the coal mine shaft in 1897 (Meiji 30), and in 1913
(Taisho 2), the railway was opened between Takikawa and Furano. For this reason, the Mitsubishi coal industry

officially opened its coal mine and little by little expanded the business. In 1938(Showa 13) the Takane Caol Business

Railway in 1940 (Showa 15) for the purpose of transporting coal. By 1944 (Showa 19), the Meiji Mining Industry had acquired the East Ashibetsu Coal Mine
and reopened the mine. In 1947 (Showa 22) the Yutani coal mine, and five other major corporations known as the "Ashibetsu Five Mines" opened up

end of underground coal mining in Ashibetsu.
Difficult conditions for key industries forced the city to find means of revitalization

the
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Coal mining history in Akabira began in 1857 (Ansei 4), when Matsuura Takeshiro who named Hokkaido, discovered

S Akabira

coal on the shores of the Sorachi River. Unfortunately as there was no way to transport the coal at that time,

@,

constructed, later]fcilllowetd byithe i&)nstruction of Toyosato coal mine in 1937 (Showa 12), and Akama coal mine and Sumitomo Akabira coal mine, major
A
A 938 (v§h@wa 13) Tlll' i'fmber of coal mines both small and large reached 77 in Akabira alone.

development was stagnant. Later in 1913 (Taisho 2) when the railway was completed between Takikawa and shimo

City

Furano, many coal mines began to open. In 1918 (Taisho 7), Moshiri coal mine, the first large coal mine in Akabira was

eImanyie

Following the discovery of coal in Horonai in 1868 (Meiji Gannenn (year one)), the Horonai coal mine, a

Mikasa
City

government-operated coal mine was established. IN 1882 (Meiji 15) the Sorachi Shujikan (present prison) was built in
Ichishikiri for the purpose of developing Hokkaido and securing laborers to work the coal mines. The same year the first
railway in Hokkaido was completed between Horonai and Temiya (Otaru) to haul coal dug from the Horonai coal mine.
The opening of Ikushunbetsu and Ponbetsu as well as other coal mines accelerated the development of machinery to dig coal, and by the Showa era
large quantities of coal were being excavated. In accordance with this rapid development, the population in Mikasa also mcreased and by 1959 (Showa

Pl |
34) the population reached 62,781. However, influenced due to changes in energy poI|C|es and major acadents in th’éfmines caused!l kushunbetsu rl’nne
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